The Ohio State University

ASC 138:  Learning About the Architecture of Columbus and OSU

Date
Winter, 2011;  2 credits


                                    

Course Syllabus and Schedule

Instructor:  Jane McMaster

Office: 400 Knowlton Hall
Course Time: Monday, 1:30-3:18 p.m.
Location:  Architecture Library Rare Book Room, Knowlton Hall 500A

Phone:  292-2370

E-mail: mcmaster.1@osu.edu 

Availability: immediately following class and by appointment

Course Overview:

Who influenced the development of early Columbus?  How did the OSU campus get its “oval”?

Who designed Ohio Stadium and why was it shaped like a horseshoe?  What makes Orton Hall

unique? How did urban renewal in the 1950’s affect Columbus neighborhoods?  What buildings in Columbus are worth preserving?  How did the expansion of freeways affect Columbus?
What is the significance of the grid/walkway between the Wexner Center and Mershon Auditorium?  Learn how to find the answers to these questions and more!  
These questions will be answered as we examine the architecture of Columbus and Ohio State University. We will explore the many resources for studying local architecture and the architects who had an impact on the OSU  and the Columbus built environment.

Students in this course will read a variety of articles about local architecture and history and will  research one OSU building or architect and one Columbus building or architect.  Brief assignments will be given for each class period which will form the basis for class discussion.
Course Objectives:

Upon completion of this class you should achieve the following:

· Become acquainted with the many sources that are available for studying Columbus


    and OSU architecture.

· Understand the contributions of OSU and Columbus architects.

· Be more aware of the local built environment. 
· Learn how to conduct research on a specific building or architect and present the results of that research to the class.

Course Materials

Readings required in this syllabus will be available online through Carmen or on closed-reserve in the Knowlton School of Architecture Library. 

Students are expected to complete the weekly reading assignment before the class and be prepared to participate in class discussions.

Course Policies

   Attendance is crucial to successful completion of the course.  When absolutely necessary
two excused absences can be arranged in advance with the instructor.

   Class participation is mandatory and will account for 30% of your grade.  Each week
be prepared to discuss the readings and the research you are doing for your presentations
(see below.)
Assigned Projects

Research one OSU building or architect.  Find out as much as you can about the history and the design of the building or the career and accomplishments of the architect.  Explain why you think the building or the architect is important in the development of the OSU campus.  Make a three minute oral presentation of your findings to the class during weeks 6-7. Submit a 2 page written report on this same topic in week 10.

Research one Columbus building or architect.  Find out as much as you can about the history and the design of the building or the career and accomplishments of the architect.  Explain why you think the building or the architect is important to the development of Columbus.  Make a three minute oral presentation of your findings to the class during weeks 8-9. Submit a 2 page written report on this same topic in week 10.

Grading
Grades will either be Satisfactory (S) or Unsatisfactory (U) with an S grade earning at least
75% of the possible points.




Class Participation  



30 points



1 Report (2 pages on OSU building)

35 points



1 Report (2 pages on Columbus building)   
35 points
Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct.

Disability Services:
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

Course Outline by Date

	Week
	Date
	 Topic and Assignment

	1
	    
	Introduction and Locating Information about OSU and Columbus .

In class assignment:  Based on information given at the beginning of the first class, locate one book and one article on Columbus architecture and one book and one article on  OSU campus buildings. 


	2
	
	History of the Knowlton School of Architecture
Readings:  2 articles on Knowlton Hall

	3
	
	Joseph N. Bradford and Howard Dwight Smith—two early OSU architects
Reading:  “The Founders:  Mediating National and Local Cultures” in
From the Beginning (p. 9-39)

	4
	
	John Herrick—OSU Campus Planner—his impact
Reading:

OSU Campus Master Plans, Introduction, p.1-22


	5
	
	Researching Columbus Architecture in Books

Readings: Architecture Columbus, Section 2, Central Columbus, p. 69-98

AIA Guide to Columbus,  Chapter 9, Short North Historic District, p. 167-171
Columbus Vignettes,  v.1, “Never a Penitentiary” p. 12


	6
	
	Researching Columbus Architecture in Magazines and Newspapers
Reading:  “The Packard Legacy”, Columbus Monthly, May, 1991
Reading:  “Lincoln Theater Reborn”, Business First, May 16, 2009

	7
	
	Columbus Architects
Reading: 2 Noverre Musson articles

	8
	
	Columbus Neighborhoods
Reading:  “Historic Neighborhoods of Columbus” 20 page brochure
In class assignment:  Visit websites for Columbus Landmarks Foundation, the Columbus AIA chapter, the Columbus Metropolitan Library, the Ohio Historical Society Library and Knowlton School of Architecture Digital Library.  



	9
	
	Columbus Architecture organizations
Reading:  Goals for a Better Built Environment in Columbus, 1989.

	10
	
	Map Sources, University Archives and Specialized Libraries
Reading:  Fire Insurance Maps; their history and applications
Chapters 7-9, p. 75-95

In class assignment:  Examine the 1932 and 1971 editions of the Columbus Sanborn maps; look at OSU Historical Maps by John H. Herrick;  look at the OSU Archives website.
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